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WELCOME NOTE04

I am very proud that National Theatre Brno has the great opportunity 
to be your host during the Opera Europa Conference this autumn.  

Here, in the three beautiful buildings, where we perform opera, ballet 
and drama, some very special moments in the history of European 
opera have been written. I believe that is a strong enough reason for 
all of you to accept my invitation not only to join in all the inspiratio-
nal meetings during the conference, but also in the programme of the 
international theatre and music festival Janáček Brno 2014. 
The opening performance, the premiere of The Makropulos Aff air, is 
expected to be the highlight of the season. This new production has 
been prepared in co-operation with Göteborg Opera. It is strong evi-
dence that all the eff orts of Opera Europa, discussed during the mee-
tings, have very concrete meaning. Over a few days you will have the 
opportunity to see very diff erent ways of how to perform Janáček´s 
work today. Three productions from Czech theaters (Brno, Praha, Os-
trava) will be complemented by performances from Graz and Zagreb. 
And together you can experience and feel the city where Janáček´s 
masterpieces were created. 
Aft er long years of decline during the time of the communist regime, 
this city has embarked upon a new period and is full of ambition to 
become a self-confi dent European metropolis and cultural centre. 
I am looking forward to inspiring meetings in Brno!

Martin Glaser, 
General Director, 
National Theatre 
Brno

Photo: Ivan Pinkava
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I am very glad that Opera Europa‘s autumn 2014 conference will 
bring you also to Ostrava. Ostrava, the third largest city in Czech 
Republic, has only lived as a metropolis for a little over 150 years. 

The city‘s historical development into an industrial town was caused 
by the discovery and mining of coal. Its quick growth created a lively 
cultural centre. Black coal will not be extracted here much longer, and 
heavy industry is in decline, but Ostrava is and will be a unique cultu-
ral metropolis still.  Live arts like theatre and opera contribute a lot. 
The National Moravian-Silesian Theatre was founded in the year 1919, 
giving birth to a permanent opera department. From 1927-1943 it 
was led by conductor and composer Jaroslav Vogel, author of the 
fi rst monograph on Leoš Janáček, who built Ostrava Opera and the 
entire musical life of the city to occupy the centre stage. Thanks to 
him, Paul Hindemith, Igor Stravinsky and Sergei Prokofi ev visited and 
toured to Ostrava in the 1930s. 
The past has inspired the present. Regular operatic life in Ostrava is 
complemented by the 2012 Biennial NODO (New Opera Days Ostrava), 
an international festival, which is organised by the National Moravian-
Silesian Theatre, along with the Ostrava Centre for New Music. 
I am looking forward to see you in Ostrava in 2014, in the Year of 
Czech Music at our opera house, which is located in Smetana Square, 
and named Antonín Dvořák. See you in the city where Leoš Janáček 
has died.

Jiři Nekvasil, 
General Intendant, 
National Moravian-Silesian 
Theatre Ostrava

Photo: Tamara Černá – Sofi G
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The Janáček Brno festival represents the family silver of National 
Theatre Brno and it aims to market to the widest possible audien-
ce the works of the Brno giant, Leoš Janáček. The aim of the new 
management of NTB is to give the festival even greater weight in the 
cultural calendar of both the Czech Republic and Europe. We hope to 
achieve this by presenting Janáček’s works within the broader con-
text of progressive theatre works, perhaps even on an annual basis. 
The NTB management welcomes any initiatives or off ers to cooperate 
with us on this festival. Our main priority is to protect Leoš Janáček’s 
legacy, and we believe that his work is suffi  cient enough a stimulus 
for creative collaboration with the NTB - in the form of hosting speci-
fi c productions as part of the festival, as well as for any 
possible co-productions of Janáček’s operas.

Martin Glaser, 
General Director, National Theatre Brno
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Janáček Academy for 
Music and Performing 
Art in Brno

FACULTY OF MUSIC



The Janáček Academy of Music and Performing Art in Brno (JAMU) 
is one of two academies of music and the performing arts in the 
Czech Republic. It is named aft er Leoš Janáček, one of the most 
distinguished composers in modern European music, who was its 
spiritual father. The Music Faculty of JAMU provides educational, 
artistic, scientifi c, research and other creative activities. This 
institution presents more than 150 concerts and operas every year.
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THE LABYRINTH UNDER THE CABBAGE MARKET 
Thursday 20 November at 9pm (Zelný trh 21)

You can enjoy the unique and mysterious atmosphere 
of a maze of medieval corridors and cellars in the Laby-
rinth under Cabbage Market. Neither is the tour lacking 
in surprise - for example, you can see a real medieval 

pillory. The entrance is at Zelný trh 21.
The Cabbage Market is one of the oldest city squares in Brno. The 
fi rst mention of the square dates from the early 13th century when 
the square was called the Upper Market. The present name dates 
from the 15th century. The square has always been a busy market 
place with a lively trading atmosphere.
Local cellars were established under individual houses in the middle- 
as well as modern-ages, most dating to the baroque era. The cellars 
were mainly used for food storage, brewing beer and maturing wine 
in barrels, as well as refuge during times of war. However, initially the 
cellars served as the background to the market life of the Cabbage 
Market, which has survived here for more than 700 years.
Originally the cellars were not interconnected. Many of them were 
discovered only recently through the research of the Brno underg-
round. To become accessible to the public, the cellars needed static 
supports and immediate repair.

IN THE FOOTSTEPS OF LEOŠ JANÁČEK
Saturday 22 November 
1.30pm – 3.30pm: from Reduta Theatre 
(max. 20 people) FREE guided tour (EN)

The city of Brno certainly does not lack important 
fi gures in its history, but there are two names that are 

Guided tours
(20. – 23. 11. 2014)
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of particular importance. Although neither of them were born in Brno, 
they lived here for most of their artistic lives. The fi rst was Gregor 
J. Mendel, the founder of genetics, and the second was composer 
Leoš Janáček. Here we can remember the important places that are 
connected with the life and work of the composer of Jenůfa, The 
Cunning Little Vixen and the Sinfonietta, a person whose work 
ranks among the most important that 20th-century music gave 
to the world.

TOURIST ROUTE – SHORT TOUR 
Saturday 22 November 
2pm – 3pm from Reduta Theatre (max. 20 people)
FREE guided tour (EN)
We will show you the most attractive places in Brno 
through two sightseeing tours. The routes are neither 

long nor demanding and do not require any special preparation. All 
you have to do is look around you and listen, because the city itself 
can tell the attentive visitor its story.

VILLA TUGENDHAT 
Sunday 23 November 
4pm – 5pm (max. 15 people) 
Guided tour (EN)
Ticket 350,- CZK (12 Euro)
Only Czech currency can be used at the Villa Tugendhat 

cash desk or debit/credit cards (VISA, MASTERCard). Photographs in 
the interiors of the Villa (without the use of a fl ash and a stand) are 
only allowed aft er purchase of “a photo-ticket” for CZK 300 directly 
at the cash desk.
The Villa of Greta and Fritz Tugendhat, built between 1929 and1930 
and designed by the architect Ludwig Mies van der Rohe, is a monu-
ment to modern architecture. It is the only example of modern archi-
tecture in the Czech Republic recorded on the UNESCO List of World 
Cultural Heritage.
Villa Tugendhat underwent monumental renewal and restoration work 
over the years 2010–2012. Both the structure and the adjoining gar-
den were restored to their original appearance aft er the completion 
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of the Villa in 1930. The interiors are equipped with exact replicas 
of the original furnishings.
The technical equipment for the Villa (the air technology rooms, 
the boiler room, the engine room for the retractable windows, the 
so-called  ”moth” room) was restored in the basement and is newly 
accessible to the public as part of the guided tours. This area also 
houses an exhibition presenting the architect, the owners and the 
family life in the Villa up to 1938 when the Tugendhats were forced 
to emigrate in connection with the threat of World War II. Visitors 
can also now enjoy the bookshop.

For the guided tours (In the footsteps of Leoš Janáček, Tourist 
route − short tour, Villa Tugendhat ) you need to signg up at the 
info desk − Reduta foyer.

VILLA TUGENDHAT 
Photo: Tomáš Odehnal
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For the fi rst time in the history of Opera Europa selected lectures from 
this autumn’s conference will be streamed online. People all over the 
world, therefore, will be able to access the conference in real time. The 
lectures will be streamed on the webpages of the Janáček  Brno 2014 
festival in the accompanying programme section, where the website 
address will be given to access the online screening 
www. janacek-brno.cz/opera-europa/ 
The streaming of the lectures was made possible thanks to the 
support of the Janáček  Academy of Music and Performing Arts in Brno. 
The video streaming is not the only new addition to the conference. 
Thanks to the support of the start-up project Sli.do, viewers will be able 
to ask lecturers questions in real time online, comment on their lectures 
and vote on questions which they’d like to see answered. This web appli-
cation not only links the audience in the hall to the conference. To join in 
with the discussion just open the webpage www.slido.com click on the 
”join event“ icon, put in the code for the event – OEBrno2014 and then 
write questions or vote for them to be answered. 

PROGRAMME FOR STREAMED LECTURES:
Thursday 20.11.2014, 3.30pm
Opening address, Main Auditorium
Kateřina Kalistová, Czech Vice-Minister of Culture; Roman Onderka, Mayor of 
Brno; Martin Glaser and Eva Blahová (Brno); and Jiři Nekvasil (Ostrava)

Thursday 20.11.2014, 4.30pm
Staging Janáček today, Main Auditorium
Round-table of directors with Robert Carsen, David Pountney and David Radok, 
moderated by Marc Clémeur (Opéra du Rhin)

Friday 21.11.2014, 9:30am
Czech perspectives on Janáček °, Chamber hall
Round-table discussion with Jiří Zahrádka (Brno), Miloš Štědroň (Brno), John 
Tyrrell (Professor of Music at Cardiff  University and author of Czech Opera 
and Janáček’s Operas), moderated by Jan Špaček

Friday 21.11.2014, 4.15pm
Discussion with JAMU students °, Chamber hall
Led by Susan Fisher (London ROH) focused on fundraising

Saturday 22.11.2014, 11.30am
Conference conclusions °, Main Auditorium

Saturday 22.11.2014. 1.30pm
Meeting with JAMU students °, Main Auditorium

Streaming
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Sono Music Centrum
www.sono.cz
tam No. 3 or 3x from Janaček Theatre, 
tram stop TÁBOR
tram ticket  20,- CZK/ 15 min

TRANSPORT
Taxi
Non-stop dispatch center
Phone: +420 542 321 321 / SMS: +420 777 014 004 

Practical information

INTERNET

FREE Wifi :opera / Password: operaeuropa

VENUES

Janaček Theatre Mahen Theatre Reduta Theatre
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Bohéma Restaurant 
Roosveltova – in the Janacek Theatre 
Cooking till midnight 
Smoking area, gluten-free 

Pavillon Restaurant + Bar Runway  
Jezuitská 6 (in the park behind the Janáček theatre) 
Till 11 p.m., bar till 2 a.m. 
Design restaurant in functionalist building 

Leonessa Restaurant 
Sukova 2  (around the corner from Mahen theatre) 
Till midnight 
Italian cusine, smoking area, gluten-free  

Jedna Báseň Wine & Coff ee 
Sukova 2 
Friday till 1 a.m., Saturday till midnight 
gluten-free, vegetarian, no smoking  

Cattani 
Josefská 2 
Till 11 p.m.
home made pasta, you can pay in Euro 

WHERE TO DRINK 

Stopkova pivnice
Česká 5 
Till midnight 
Beer pub, Czech cusine, smoking area
 

WHERE TO EAT
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Bar, který neexistuje 
Dvořákova 1 
Till 4 a.m. 
Stylish bar, cocktails, hamburgers 

Charlies square
Římské náměstí 
Till 1 a.m.
Own little brewery, smoking area  

Café Placzek 
Minoritská 4 
Design cafe 

Rotor
Dvořákova 12 
Till midnight 
Wine, coff ee, smoking little bar

IMPORTANT CONTACT INFORMATION
EMERGENCY NUMBERS:
 
112 ................................................................................. general emergency line
150 ........................................................................................................ fi re service
155 ......................................................................................................... ambulance
158 ................................................................................................................... police
156 .......................................................................................................... city police

INFO LINES:

1180 ............................................................................ information about phone 
numbers in czech republic
1181 .......................................................... information about phone numbers 
outside czech republic
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DOWNLOAD

Brno maps
www.gotobrno.cz

MP3 guides
www.gotobrno.cz

22. 11. / 17,00 / Opera in post-industrial regions / 
recording studio / entrance for emploies – right side of the Antonin 
Dvorak´s theatre

INTERNET 

FREE Wifi  / Password: veelke-divadlo
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Theatre
Theatre ......................................................................................................... divadlo
Entrance ......................................................................................................... vchod
Exit ................................................................................................................ východ
Emergency Exit ......................................................................... nouzový východ
Open .......................................................................................................... otevřeno
Close ............................................................................................................ zavřeno
Ladies  ................................................................................................ dámy/ženy
Gentlemen .............................................................................................. páni/muži
Left  .................................................................................................................... vlevo
Right ............................................................................................................... vpravo
Programme ................................................................................................ program
Performance ....................................................................................... představení
Box offi  ce .............................................................................................. předprodej
ticket offi  ce ............................................................................................. pokladna 
Ticket ...................................................................................................... vstupenka
Day ....................................................................................................................... den
Hour ..................................................................................................... hodina, hod.
Time ...................................................................................................................... čas
Row ..................................................................................................................... řada
Seat .............................................................................................................. sedadlo
Ground fl oor/stall ...................................................................................... přízemí
First fl oor ............................................................................................ první pořadí
Second fl oor .................................................................................... druhé pořadí
Balcony .......................................................................................................... balkón
Box ....................................................................................................................... lóže
Stage .............................................................................................................. jeviště

Don't understand Czech 

expressions? Don‘t worry...
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Auditorium ................................................................................................. hlediště
Cloakroom ...................................................................................................... šatna
Intermission ........................................................................................... přestávka
Greetings
Hi! ....................................................................................................................... Ahoj.
Good morning! ................................................................................... Dobré ráno.
Good evening! .................................................................................. Dobrý večer.
Good night! ........................................................................................ Dobrou noc!
See you later! .................................................................................... Na viděnou!
Goodbye! ........................................................................................ Na shledanou!
Welcome! (to greet someone) ............................... Vítej! (sing.) Vítejte (pl.)
How are you? ....................................................................... Jak se máš? (sing.) 
I'm fi ne, thanks! ................................................ Mám se dobře, děkuji. (sing.) 
And you? ............................................................................................. A ty? (sing.) 
Good/ So-So. ........................................................................... Dobře. / Nic moc.
Thank you (very much)! ............................................................ Děkuji (pěkně).
You're welcome! (for "thank you") ..................... Není zač. / Rádo se stalo.
Asking for Help and Directions
I'm lost. ............................................................. Ztratil / ztratila jsem se (m/f).
Can you help me, please? ......... Můžeš (sing.) / můžete (pl.) mi pomoci?
How much is this? ........................................................................ Kolik to stojí?
Where is toilet? ................................................................................. Kde je WC?
Excuse me...! (to ask for something) ......................................... Promiňte, …
Excuse me! (to pass by) ...................................................................... Dovolíte?
Come with me!Pojď (sing.) / ........................................ pojďte (pl.) se mnou!
Do you speak English? ................... Mluvíš (sing.) / mluvíte (pl.) anglicky?
Just a little. ......................................................................................... Jen trochu.
What's your name? .................................................. Jak se jmenuješ (sing.)?
My name is... .................................................................................... Jmenuji se…
Nice to meet you! .................................................................................. Těší mne.
Where are you from? ........................................ Odkud jsi (sing.) / jste (pl.)?
What time is it? ........................................................................... Kolik je hodin?
Solving a Misunderstanding
I'm sorry! ................................................................................................. Promiňte.
No problem! .................................................................................. Nic se nestalo.
Can you speak slowly, please? .................. Můžeš (sing.) mluvit pomaleji?
Write it down, please! ............................................... Prosím napiš (sing.) to.
I don't understand! ........................................................................... Nerozumím.
I don't know! ................................................................................................ Nevím.



LEOŠ JANÁČEK
Photo: Moravian Museum Archive







The Czech Convention Bureau provides 
all events organisers with a variety of 

complimentary services and tools tailored to 
suit all your needs.

The Czech Republic provides 
an excellent example of 
European diversity.

       14
     unique
         regions

In one small area, a number of completely 
diverse regions come together, all easily within 
reach of one another. In Prague, as well as 
other Czech cities, you will find a quiet and 
safe destination, excellent accessibility thanks 
to 5 international airports and international 
rail connections, and many luxury hotels and 
conference centres that meet international 
standards as regards quality and capacity.

czechconvention.com
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